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November 2016  
 

GIVE THANKS and REJOICE  
    in All Circumstances 
 

As this lead article for the November newsletter is being written, the 
Tuesday evening Bible Study group has just finished its study of Paul’s letter 
to the believers and disciples of Jesus Christ living in Thessalonica, Greece.  
Paul visited Thessalonica on his 2nd missionary journey which started in 48 

AD.  As he begins this trip he meets Timothy in Lystra.  It is mentioned that because Timothy had a good 
reputation with the believers in Lystra, Paul decides to take Timothy along with him.
 
Acts 16 also mentions that Paul and his group wanted to continue to develop new churches in this area but 
the Holy Spirit prevented Paul from doing this.  So they went on to Troas where during the night Paul had a 
vision of a man of Macedonia standing and begging him – come over to Macedonia and help us.  Luke then 
records about the ministry and preaching that was conducted in Phillipi and Thessalonica in the northern part 
of Greece as well as the ministry and preaching that was conducted in Athens and Corinth before the group 
departs Greece and heads back to Ephesus in Asia Minor. 
 
While in Thessalonica, this is what Luke records of their work and how it was received.  As was his custom, 
Paul went into the synagogue, and on three Sabbath days he reasoned with them from the Scriptures, 
3 explaining and proving that the Messiah had to suffer and rise from the dead. “This Jesus I am proclaiming to 
you is the Messiah,” he said. 4 Some of the Jews were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did a large 
number of God-fearing Greeks and quite a few prominent women.   Acts 17:2-4 
 
5But other Jews were jealous; so they rounded up some bad characters from the marketplace, formed a mob 
and started a riot in the city. They rushed to Jason’s house in search of Paul and Silas in order to bring them out 
to the crowd. 6 But when they did not find them, they dragged Jason and some other believers before the city 
officials, shouting: “These men who have caused trouble all over the world have now come here, 7 and Jason 
has welcomed them into his house
.  
They are all defying Caesar’s decrees, saying that there is another king, one called Jesus.” 8 When they heard 
this, the crowd and the city officials were thrown into turmoil. 9 Then they made Jason and the others post 
bond and let them go.   Acts 17:5-9 
  
It is believed that as Paul moved on to Athens and Corinth, Timothy stayed behind and spent time either in 
Philippi or Berea, communities near Thessalonica.  Timothy rejoins Paul while he is at Athens but was sent 
back to Thessalonica by Paul, possibly to encourage and support the believers there.  Timothy later rejoins 
Paul, but this time while he is at Corinth.  It is there that he possibly gives Paul a report on how the believers 
are doing and even the on-going persecution they are experiencing.  (Refer back to Acts 16:5-9).  It is possibly 
because of this report that Paul feels the need to write his first letter to the believers in Thessalonica in order 
to encourage them and correct some false teaching that has been spreading among them regarding the return 
of Jesus. 

http://www.hopelutheranfl.org/


  

 
As Paul closes this letter, he has a “laundry list” of items he wants to remind them about and to bring to their 
attention.  Here is part of what he says in His conclusion: Rejoice always, 17 pray continually, 18 give thanks in all 

circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 
 

As we enter November, we do so with our eyes on 
Thanksgiving, that time of the year when we are 
reminded to give thanks to God for all of His blessings 
which He pours out on each of us.  And this passage 
reminds us we should give thanks not just when the good 
stuff happens, but in ALL circumstances – that means 
even when the bad stuff happens in our lives as well.  
And that can be difficult.  We are so trained to think that 
the only time to give thanks to God is when good things 
happen.  Why should we give thanks when the bad 
happens? 
 
Listen to what Paul says when he was writing his letter of 
encouragement to the believers and disciples in Philippi.  
As Paul is writing this letter to them, he is currently under 
house arrest in Rome.  This is what he says in the opening 
of his letter. 

 
12 Now I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that what has happened to me has actually served to advance the gospel. 
13 As a result, it has become clear throughout the whole palace guard and to everyone else that I am in chains for Christ. 
14 And because of my chains, most of the brothers and sisters have become confident in the Lord and dare all the more to 
proclaim the gospel without fear.  Philippians 1:12-14 
 
The important thing is that in every way, whether from false motives or true, Christ is preached. And because of this I rejoice.  
Yes, and I will continue to rejoice, 19 for I know that through your prayers and God’s provision of the Spirit of Jesus Christ what 
has happened to me will turn out for my deliverance. 20 I eagerly expect and hope that I will in no way be ashamed, but will 
have sufficient courage so that now as always Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death. 21 For to me, to 
live is Christ and to die is gain. 22 If I am to go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful labor for me.   Philippians 1:18-22 
 
We can and should give thanks, even when the bad stuff happens because we need to remind ourselves that 
God can use all circumstances, even the bad stuff, in order to advance the Gospel and to share His love with 
others.  As Paul goes on to say, even when the bad stuff happens, the true message of God’s love can still be 
preached, taught and shared.  In addition, God, because He is God, can use all situations in order to bring 
about a fruitful harvest.  
 
May your Thanksgiving be full of God’s peace, joy, love and strength as He continues to use you and your 
circumstances, no matter what they may be at this time, to share His love with others.  
 
 
In His Service,  
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Sermon themes for November: 
 

Nov. 6:      We the People:  Citizens of Two Kingdoms 
Nov. 13:    Warriors:  The Veterans Among Us 
Nov. 20:    End Times and the Return of Jesus 
 
Worship Themes for Advent: 
 

Advent – Sunday Services 
 
Hark the Glad Sound: 
 

         Nov. 27:  Song of Mourning 
 Dec. 4:     Song of Mercy 
 Dec. 11:   Song of Zechariah 
 Dec. 18:   Song of Mary 
 
Advent – Wednesday Services  
  
Gifts From Heaven Above: 
 

Nov. 30:  The Gift of Hope 
Dec.  7:    The Gift of Love 
Dec. 14:   The Gift of Peace 
Dec. 21:   NO Service 
 
REMINDER:  
     Advent Simple Suppers are served at 5:30 pm 
     Advent Services begin at 6:30 pm 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

As of this print date - 
just 52 more days until 

Christmas! 

Remember, Scrip Gift Cards make great 
Christmas gifts for every one of every age!  
See page 7 of this newsletter  
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Loaves and Fishes Ministry -  a ministry of Our Daily Bread that gives the clients 
of Turning Points, an opportunity to do grocery shopping on the Turning Points/Our 
Daily Bread property.  (FYI – For the month of September 2016, Turning Points 
processed 199 new clients.)  
 
Clients are allowed to shop once a month on either Monday or Friday and pick up 16-
18 grocery items.  Food for this project is donated by various organizations and 
churches throughout Manatee County as well as purchased through partial funding 
from the Our Daily Bread yearly budget. 
 
Our Daily Bread is undertaking an innovative project this Christmas to help keep the shelves stocked at the 
Loaves and Fishes Pantry called The Christmas Box. 
Each week of Advent, you will be asked to bring 3 or 4 items to church.  (See List Below) 
 
After Christmas, all food items will be boxed and taken to Our Daily Bread to be placed on their shelves for 
future distribution. 
 
 

1st Week of Advent - Nov. 27 – Dec. 3 - HOPE 
 1 jar of Peanut Butter, 1 jar of jelly, and 1 box of mac ‘n’ cheese 
 
2nd Week of Advent – Dec. 3 – Dec. 4 – Dec. 10 - LOVE 
 1 box of pasta, 1 jar of spaghetti sauce, and 1 canned corn 
 
3rd Week of Advent – Dec. 11 – Dec. 17 - JOY 
 2 lb. bag of rice, 1 canned soup, and 1 canned chicken  
 
4th Week of Advent – Dec. 18 – Dec. 24 - PEACE 
 1 box of cereal, 1 small package of toilet paper, and 1 bar of soap 

 
 
NOTE:   
The cost for all these items at Aldi’s was approximately $28.85 with an estimated cost at Publix of y $34.00. 
  
These prices will vary, especially at Publix, if you buy a brand name or the “generic” label.  The price for the 
toilet paper is for a 12 rolls.  The bar soap at Publix is for a package that contains two bars of soap.  Also at 
Publix, these prices will be different if you able to buy your items with the BOGO deal as well. 
 
A display area will be set-up in the Narthex-Lobby area of our Sanctuary-Worship Center as a reminder to 
everyone. 
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Plant a Seed, Feed a Soul – local ministry 

providing seeds and agricultural support to 

missionaries and mission teams around the World. 

 
 
Hope Seeds, Inc. is a non-profit organization with a mission of providing quality garden seed to the hungry and 
hurting of our world, and teaching good gardening practices toward a more sustainable solution to world 
hunger. 
 
Hope Seeds is a Christian ministry which provides quality garden seeds to a hungry world through missionaries 
and mission teams to help feed the whole person – body, mind, and soul. 
 
The world is full of hungry people! Hope Seeds is making plans to help as many as possible grow food for 
themselves to help fill that hunger… and it is our hearts desire to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ with every 
shipment of seed and materials. Teaching someone how to grow their own food alongside sharing our faith 
in God is a core purpose of Hope Seeds. 
 
The opportunity is great to help many millions of hungry people learn more about growing their own food, 
sharing that knowledge and food with others, and for realizing how great our God is… He is Creator of All and 
He loves us. 
 
Hope Lutheran Church had an integral part in founding Hope Seeds back in 1999 after several members of 
Hope, were part of a mission trip to Haiti.  The mission team saw a need and used the resources and blessings 
God provided to them, to lay the foundation of the current ministry. 

 
 WHEN: Thursday, November 3 @  9:30 am 
WHERE:  in the fellowship hall of Hope Lutheran Church 
WHY:  to Pack and ready seed packets for world-wide distribution 
 
 

 
To learn more contact:  Bethany@hopeseeds.org   
or call 941-228-5660 
 

 
 

Don’t forget to set your clock BACK one hour on 
Saturday, November 5th before you go to bed! 
 
 

           

 

mailto:Bethany@hopeseeds.org
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The general election is on Tuesday, November 8th 
 
By the time you read this newsletter, there will be those who have already 
voted and cast their ballot.  But as we vote and await the outcome to see who 
will lead our country as well as set the vision, policies and advocate for the 
laws that will govern us, let us keep the following in mind.  These are some 
thoughts from Pastor Andy Stanley, founder of Northpoint Community Church 
in the greater Atlanta area. 
 
For those of you 45 and older, many of you have grown weary and lost heart.  Why?  You 
have fixed your eyes on a political leader, a political system or the economy.  But many of 
you as you talk of the future are scaring the younger generation.  Your talk is implying 
that if we don’t get the right person in office, or if we don’t fix the economy, or if we don’t 

get the right laws passed, or if we don’t have the right policies, then everything will come unraveled and will mean the end of 
the world. 
 
Yes, government matters and yes, policy matters, BUT neither of those matter as much as men and women who understand 
the word FAITH.  Faith is the confidence that God keeps His promises and that NOTHING can thwart the plans of God.  
 
Therefore we have nothing to fear.  And if we have nothing to fear, we need to model that God is control and that God can be 
trusted, no matter how the circumstances turn out. 
 
We need to get involved in the political system.  We need to be involved with culture and our society.  But we NEVER fix our 
eyes there.  We DO FIX our eyes on JESUS. 
 
For those under the age of 45, do not grow wear and do not lose heart.  But especially do not fix your eyes on social media, 
Washington D.C., or the older generation.  Why?  Because there was one time when a group of people your age embraced a 
resurrected Savior and because of that, they changed the world.  They did it through faith and their behavior connected to that 
faith. 
 
One thing is certain after November 8th.  Things will change and things will be different.  The President sets the 
agenda and policies because of the vision he/she has for the country.  We may agree or disagree with that 
vision and how they choose to enact that vision.  
 
But one thing will remain the same.  God is still God.  He will keep His promises as He has always kept His 
promises.  Maybe the new administration will have a negative impact on the ability of God’s disciples to easily 
live out our faith.  What we need to remember is our call is to live out our faith, to share God’s love, no matter 
how hard or difficult it may become.  As we move into the future, let’s do so remembering Paul’s words to the 
disciples in Philippi, referred to earlier in this newsletter - 12 Now I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that what 
has happened to me has actually served to advance the gospel. 
 
No matter how the election turns out, God is God and will work through any and all circumstances to make 
sure His plan – Go therefore and make disciples of all nations -  and purpose – who desires all to be saved and 
come to the knowledge of the truth -  is fulfilled. 
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Scrip GIFT CARDS  -  Program Benefits 
 

 That just by buying groceries, gas, clothes, or going out to eat, you 
could help support the ongoing ministry of Hope Lutheran Church? 
 
All you have to do is purchase gift cards from the SCRIP program – 
YOU PLACE AN ORDER, JUST BY COMPLETING AN ORDER FORM 
AND WE HANDLE EVERYTHING ELSE.   
 

These cards are available from over 300 national and local retailers and you can use them in place of cash, 
checks, or credit cards for purchases you were going to make anyway. Each card purchased carries an 
associated “contribution of 2 – 8% or more, which Hope Church earns as $$$ - at NO EXTRA COST TO YOU! 
 
Questions??? Or need help placing an order?? See Eunice Mathews or call Cindy Stewart in the 
church office at 941.755-3256.  
 
 

 
 

Orders will be placed on November 13th  (with delivery on Nov 20th)   
and December 4th (with delivery on December 11th) 

 
Remember a great and easy way for gift giving,  

and the church earns extra $$ at absolutely NO additional cost to you! 
 

  
The Angels of Hope plan to fill Christmas boxes for 
our homebound members again this year.   
 

We are requesting small monetary donations from 
the congregation to offset the cost of the gifts. A 
donation box can be found in the Narthex.  
 

Thank you in advance! 
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Whose Is It Anyway? 
 

Do you take credit for your financial success, or do you acknowledge 
that God has made it possible? So often we hear or read stories about 
the self-made millionaire. He himself and others as well may give sole 
credit for his accomplishments to his own hard work, his ingenuity, 
and/or his "good-luck." This false thinking bas seized US for 
generations. Moses warned the Israelites about it. He said, "You may say to yourself, 'My power and the 
strength of my hands have produced this wealth for me.' But remember the Lord your God, for it is He Who 
gives you the ability to produce wealth " (Deuteronomy 8:17-18).  
 
Money is one of Satan's most effective tools to separate us from an intimate relationship with our Lord Love 
for money can grow stronger than love for our Lord. The writer of Hebrews wrote, "Keep your lives free from 
the love of money and be content with what you have..." (Hebrews 13:5). The Apostle Paul warned, "For the 
love of money is a root of all kinds of evil.  Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and 
pierced themselves with many griefs" (1 Timothy 6:10).  In Mark 10:17-22, we read of the Rich Young Man 
who "went away sad, because he had great wealth" which Jesus, knowing that his wealth barred him from a 
relationship with Jesus, asked him to give up.  
 
Oswald Chambers wrote on this subject as well: "Not every man can carry a full cup. Sudden elevation 
frequently leads to pride and a fall. The most exacting test of all to survival is prosperity." Joseph faced many 
temptations. He could have been bitter toward his brothers. He could have given in to the sexual advances of 
Potiphar's wife. He could have been filled with anger for being wrongly accused and put into prison. Having 
survived the tests of adversity, he then was subjected to the test of success in status and in financial 
prosperity. He did not become proud; money did not separate him from his God. He knew that God was the 
source of all his prosperity, for "the Lord was with Joseph and gave him success in whatever he did" (Genesis 
39:23).  
 
What is your perspective on your money and possessions? Do you tend to pat yourself on the back, or do you 
remember that it is by God's grace that you are what you are and have what you have? Staying in God's Word 
and asking for His will, not your own, will bring honor to God and peace to your soul.  
 

 
 

Sunday Potluck – November 20th 
following the 10:30 service.  Bring a dish to share and join us – 
where fun and fellowship is the focus!  
 
This month we’re asking for you to bring a canned food item, 
these canned goods will then be taken to Our Daily Bread for 
their food pantry.   
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Facebook 
 
Did you know Hope Lutheran Church has a Facebook page? 
 
Did you know that the success of our Facebook page and getting our message out to the community is 
dependent on the number of people who like a Facebook page and will repost – that is “share” what we post 
on their own Facebook page ? 
 
We need to use ALL the tools God has given to us at our disposal to share God’s love and invite others to hear 
and experience His Word.  Just as Martin Luther used the newly invented “printing press” in 1517 to get the 
word out about the truth of God’s Word and His love for all people, so we to need to be using what God has 
given us. 
 
If you have internet capability, you can be on Facebook.  
 
NOTE:  The Hope-Full Future leadership team learned 
this: 
 
70-80% of all new members who join a church do so 
because they were invited by a friend. 
Over 80% of people who don’t go to church claim they would do so if they were invited by their friend. 
The difference between a dying church and a growing church? – INVITATIONS 
 
Facebook is one way we can “get it done!” 
Have internet?  Get on Facebook.   
Begin sharing and reposting from the Hope Lutheran site. 
https://www.facebook.com/HopeLutheranChurchLcms/ 
 
 

 

 
 
December 3rd – “Sounds of Hope” 4-8pm 
December 11th - Congregation Voter’s Meeting - 9:15am 
Poinsettia Sale - $6 each – watch for sign-up sheet 
 

https://www.facebook.com/HopeLutheranChurchLcms/
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    ORDER FORM 
 

Hope’s 12th Annual Holiday 
Wreath Sale! 

November 1st –20th, 2014 
 

24-inch Jumbo decorated wreaths and crosses -  Only $20.00 each 
 

All wreaths are made from fresh, fragrant Northern Balsam evergreen boughs.   
Decorations include two white tipped pine cones and a large red bow. 

 

 
Name: _____________________________________________ 

 
Phone:   ___________________________________________ 

 
Email:  ____________________________________________ 

 
 

Wreath:  ____________         Cross: ______________ 
 

$20.00 each – Amount enclosed ____________________________ 

 
Please make checks payable to Hope Lutheran Church –  

please indicate “Wreath Sale” on memo line – thank you! 
 
 

Wreaths/Crosses will be delivered on December 5th and will be available  
for pick-up that afternoon or the following day. 

Thank you for your order! 
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Birthdays 
 
Georgia Johnson  11/01 
Sharon Mausolf  11/03 
Terry Muey  11/03 
Caroline Johnson  11/04 
Wayne Gray  11/05 
Bob Schendel  11/13  
Jean Bittman  11/15 
JD Bemowski  11/15 
Dee Holstein  11/19 
Edward Adler  11/21 
Catherine Boone  11/21 
Carol Stuersel  11/22 
Margaret Prah  11/27 
Anna Coon  11/27 
Dennis Dahl  11/28 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Anniversaries  
Ed Joyce Reinke November 3 
Thom Judy Dillman November 15 
Hart Dianne Fisher November 16 
John Jan Eza November 24 
Walt Sylvia Beste November 26 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If we’ve missed your birthday or anniversary, it’s only because we DON’T have that 
information in our data base, please call the office @ 941-755-3256 or email 

office@hopelutheranfl.org so that we can include your special day.  

May God Bless you with His boundless love, calming 
peace and heavenly joy throughout the coming year.  

Happy Birthday Child of God! 

May God bestow His goodness and blessings on 
you both at all times!  Happy Wedding Anniversary! 

mailto:office@hopelutheranfl.org
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 Hope Lutheran Church 
4635 26th St. W. - Bradenton FL   34207 
www.hopelutheranfl.org 
 

Worship:  
Saturday  5:00 pm 
Sunday     8:00 am 
          10:30 am 
  

Bible Studies: 
Sunday          9:15 am 
Monday        9:30 am 
Tuesday        7:00 pm 
Wednesday  1:30 pm 
  

Our Staff:   
Craig Mathews - Senior Pastor 
Rob Hinz -Visitation Pastor 
Charlie Harnish - Music Ministry 
Jon Oosterling - Praise Team 
Cindy Stewart - Administrative 
Don Kiner, Will Wichers – Maintenance 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Thanksgiving Day 
November 24th – 10: 30 am 

 

Christmas Eve - Candlelight  
Saturday - December 24th 

5:00 pm  
 

Christmas Day  
Sunday - December 25th 

10:30 am 
 

New Year’s Eve 
Saturday - December 31st 

5:00 pm  
 

New Year’s Day 
Sunday – January 1st  

10:30 am 

 

 

NOVEMBER  
        Meetings and Events …  

November 3 Hope Seeds Packing – 9:00 am 
November 8 LWML – Ruth Guild -  11:30 am 

November 9 Council Meeting – 6:30 pm 
      (All Budgets are due!) 

November 12 Our Daily Bread – 9:30 am 
November 20 Pot-Luck – 11:45 
November 24 Thanksgiving Worship – 10:30 am 

  

http://www.hopelutheranfl.org/
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